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What’s New in ACO Season 21 
● New Membership Options  

○ Players can now choose from multiple Membership types, including a 
FREE entry-level option to help grow participation. 

● ACO Level-Up Handicapping System  
○ Directors now have the option to run Regionals using ACO Level-Up, a 

new PPR-based handicapping format that promotes closer, more 
competitive games. 

● Directors Choose Straight-Up or Level-Up Formats  
○ Directors may choose either Straight-Up or Level-Up formats for each 

Division at their Regionals, allowing flexibility based on player 
preferences. 

● ACO GridLogic Territory System  
○ Territories are now claimed using the revolutionary ACO GridLogic 

system, offering a fair, data-driven, and transparent map of available 
Regions. 

● New Director Levels  
○ There are now only two Director designations: ACO Director and ACO 

Governor, simplifying the structure while rewarding sustained, full-season 
commitment. 

● Scoreholio Integration for Memberships and Major Registration  
○ Players can now sign up for or upgrade their ACO Membership directly in 

the Scoreholio app, and all ACO Major tournament registrations will run 
through Scoreholio as well — making it a one-stop shop for both 
membership access and event sign-ups. 

● Improved Scheduling Flexibility  
○ Directors are now allowed to schedule the same Division (e.g., World 

Singles) twice in the same week as long as each event uses a different 
format — one Straight-Up and one Level-Up. The previous 7-day 
restriction still applies to scheduling the same format of a Division more 
than once. 

● Juniors Premier & Challenger Divisions at Majors  
○ Juniors will now compete in either the Premier or Challenger Division at 

Majors, giving both rising stars and newcomers fairer competition. Each 
will have unique points scales to better reflect skill level and competitive 
achievement. 

● Updated Major Points Scale  
○ Majors now use an improved, balanced points scale to ensure fair 

separation between bracket levels — whether brackets are split or not. 
● Unified Tier Standings  
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○ All Tier bracket finishes now feed into one unified Tier Standings list — 
removing confusion and ensuring a fair race to the top. 

● Simplified Doubles Qualification for Worlds  
○ Players can now qualify for Doubles and Coed at the Worlds with any 

partner, as long as both individuals meet the minimum points threshold in 
that Division. 

● Quads Format Overhaul  
○ Quads teams will now be randomly drawn at each Major, giving everyone 

a chance to win while helping players meet more of their ACO Family. 
● New Standings Tiebreaker: DPR  

○ Differential Points per Round (DPR) is now the primary tiebreaker in ACO 
Standings. DPR reflects how much a player outperforms their opponents 
on average — making it a better indicator of overall performance than raw 
scoring (PPR). PPR now serves as the second tiebreaker 

 

CHAPTER 1 – ACO Directors 

1.1 What is an ACO Director? 
An ACO Director is an independent partner approved to run official ACO Regionals. 
They operate within a designated ACO Grid Region, host point-earning events that feed 
into the ACO Standings, and serve as the local presence of the American Cornhole 
Organization by building competition and community. 

1.2 ACO Director Levels 
There are two levels of ACO Directors: 
 

● ACO Director 
○ All approved new applicants begin at this level. 
○ Qualified to coordinate official ACO Regionals within their approved ACO 

Grid Region. 
● ACO Governor 

○ Directors who meet the following performance criteria may earn Governor 
status at the end of the Season: 

■ Offer each ACO Points Division at least 8 times during the Season. 
(Divisions include: World Singles, World Doubles, Women’s 
Singles, Juniors, Seniors, Coed Doubles, Blind Draw) 
It counts as "offered" even if not enough players show up to run the 
Division. 
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■ Remain discipline-free throughout the Season. 
■ Stay current on all reporting and Director responsibilities. 

○ Benefits of Earning Governor Status: 
● First rights to renew their ACO Grid Region for the following 

Season. 
● Increased Cornbucks kickback on referred ACO Memberships. 

1.3 Governor Status vs. Grid Region First Rights 
While Governor status is based on overall season performance, Grid Region first rights  
requires regular monthly engagement. 

● Governor Status: 
○ Directors who coordinate/offer 8 Regionals per Division during the 

Season. 
○ Directors may run multiple Regionals per month, as long as they follow 

ACO scheduling rules. 
○ Directors who join mid-season can still earn Governor status if they 

complete the 8-event requirement per Division. 
● Grid Region First Rights: 

○ To retain first rights to your assigned ACO Grid Region: 
■ Host at least one Regional tournament per calendar month, offering 

each points Division (Divisions may be split among multiple dates). 
■ One pre-approved month off is allowed. A second requires written 

request and approval. 
■ Missing two consecutive months without approval may result in loss 

of exclusivity. 
○ This rule applies regardless of when the Director joined the Season. 

1.4 ACO GridLogic and ACO Grid Regions 
ACO GridLogic is a revolutionary system used to define and assign Director territories, 
known as ACO Grid Regions. Built in partnership with ScoutPoint Analytics, GridLogic 
uses real data to bring structure, balance, and fairness to how territories are created 
across the country. 

● Instead of assigning zip codes or venue addresses, GridLogic divides each state 
into Grid Regions using a baseline 60x60 mile overlay (approx. 3,600 sq mi). 

● Each Region is analyzed using: 
○ U.S. population density 
○ ACO player history 
○ Known venue availability 
○ Proximity to ACO Majors 
○ Past ACO Directors 
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● Grid Regions may be adjusted in square mileage to account for population 
differences, ensuring competitive fairness and growth potential. 
 

Every Grid Region is permanently mapped and tracked—regardless of who runs it in a 
given season—so that growth trends, player participation, and membership data stay 
consistent over time. 
 

ACO Directors are granted primary rights to operate within their selected Grid 
Region and are expected to actively develop ACO activity within that area. 
 While the goal of GridLogic is to establish clearly defined Regions that avoid overlap 
and promote stability, we recognize that Version 1 is a transitional system and may still 
contain limitations. 

In certain situations—such as high population density, newly available venues, proven 
Director performance, or the addition of new player groups, or other—the ACO reserves 
the right to evaluate the need for more than one Director within a Region. These 
decisions are made carefully and with input from the assigned State Ambassador, and 
the current Director will always be notified before changes occur. 

Our goal remains to support long-term growth and to prioritize the Director who is 
actively maintaining their Region. “Primary rights” will remain the standard in most 
cases, but the ACO may make exceptions as needed to serve the best interest of the 
sport. 

Likewise, based on similar factors, the ACO reserves the right to grant Governor status 
to an individual who demonstrates exceptional leadership and commitment, even if they 
were not the first to claim the Region. 
 
Director Perk: Player & Venue Contact List 

Upon official approval and confirmation of their assigned Grid Region, each ACO Director will 
receive a customized Regional Report prepared by ScoutPoint Analytics. This report includes: 

● A detailed list of known cornhole-friendly venues within the Region, including addresses 
and contact information. 

●  A contact list of all current and former ACO members associated with that Region. 
 

This information allows Directors to immediately begin outreach, reconnect with past 
members, and engage the local player base to build successful Regional events from 
day one 
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.  

1.5 How to Become an ACO Director 
● Visit the “Become an ACO Director” page at AmericanCornhole.com 
● Explore the ACO GridLogic map and choose a Region 

(Even if a Region is marked as claimed, you're still encouraged to apply—you 
may be approved or added to the waitlist.) 

● Follow the directions on the page and complete the short form to request an 
application 

● Check your email—you’ll receive a link to the full application within minutes 
● You’ll have 48 hours to complete the application once it’s sent. After that, the 

ACO Region may be made available again to other applicants 
● You’ll be notified by email of completion and next steps. You’re on your way to 

becoming an ACO Director! 

1.6 Adding Additional Directors to Your Organization 
The first approved applicant within an ACO Grid Region will be recognized as the 
primary rights holder for that Region under their organizational name. This Director is 
responsible for overseeing activity within the Grid Region and maintaining consistent 
ACO Regional play and has the right to add or remove secondary Directors from their 
organization. 
Organizations may add as many secondary Directors as needed to help manage events 
across their Region. This is especially helpful when running tournaments in multiple 
locations or dividing responsibilities across different ACO Points Divisions. 
To add a Director to an existing organization: 

● The new Director must complete the standard application process. 
● On the application form, they should enter the same Grid Region ID and include 

the name of the organization they wish to join. 
● The request will be reviewed and approved in coordination with the current 

primary rights holder. 
The cost to add a secondary Director is: 

● $100 – includes a new ACO World Player Membership 
● $50 – if the Director already has a current World Membership 

 
Upon approval, the secondary Director will be emailed a link to their appropriate 
payment portal   
 
All Directors, whether primary or secondary, must meet the same standards and 
expectations outlined in this guide. 
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1.7 ACO Director Requirements 
To run ACO Regionals and maintain good standing, all ACO Directors must meet the 
following requirements: 
Basic Tools & Communication 

● A reliable computer with internet access 
● A valid email address 
● An active Facebook profile 

(Most ACO communications happen through email and the private ACO 
Directors Facebook Group.) 

Scoreholio Requirements 
● Scoreholio is the official tournament software partner of the ACO. 
● Every organization must create one Scoreholio Organizer account to run ACO 

Regionals. 
● The Scoreholio Organizer email must match the email used on your ACO 

application. 
● All Directors within an organization must use the main Organizer login when 

importing Regional events. 
● All ACO Regionals must be run and imported through Scoreholio for standings 

updates. 
Scheduling & Certification 

● All new ACO Directors must schedule and run an ACO Regional within one 
month of being approved or may be subject to recertification. 

● Directors who go two consecutive months without running a Regional may lose 
rights to their Grid Region. 

● All ACO Regionals must be imported into Scoreholio by Wednesday at 12:00 PM 
EST to be included in that week’s Standings update. 

Promotion & Social Media 
● Directors must have either a Facebook profile or a dedicated Cornhole group 

page. 
● They are encouraged to post photos of winners after each Regional. 
● Directors may be required to promote ACO content throughout the season. 
● Promotional materials will be provided via the ACO Directors Facebook Group. 

1.8 CornBucks Program 
CornBucks is the ACO’s official commission and rewards system for Directors. It 
provides credit toward ACO Regional inventory—helping offset event costs while 
rewarding growth. 
Credits are earned through: 

● ACO Membership sales (World & Player) 
● Monthly contests and promotions 
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● Director awards and performance milestones 
 
Each Director will be issued a unique referral code to share with the public. Any ACO 
Memberships purchased using this code will be credited to that Director. 
 
Credits are applied automatically to your account by the 10th of each month based on 
the previous month’s activity. 
Kickback Rates by Director Type 

● ACO Governors  
○ 20% back in Regional Credits 
○ $10 for each World Membership sold 
○ $4 for each Player Membership sold 

● ACO Directors 
○ 10% back in Regional Credits 
○ $5 for each World Membership sold 
○ $2 for each Player Membership sold 

 
Additional contests for Major tickets, bags, and other prizes will be announced 
throughout the season. 
 
1.9 ACO State Ambassadors 
ACO State Ambassadors serve as key liaisons between ACO Corporate and the ACO 
Directors within their state. 

● The full list of appointed State Ambassadors will be updated and shared with all 
Directors once selections for Season 21 are finalized 

● Ambassadors help support Directors, represent player concerns, and contribute 
to policy development and communication 

● Any ACO Director interested in becoming a State Ambassador may submit a 
request to CO@americancornhole.com for consideration 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 



A M E R I C A N C O R N H O L E . C O M

09/04/25

CHAPTER 2 – ACO Membership 

2.1 Benefits of Being an ACO Member 
ACO Membership unlocks the benefits of being a competitive player in the ACO 
system—including points, prizes, trophies, and access to discounted tournament tickets. 
All players must create a Scoreholio player profile with matching first and last name and 
email address to earn points. 
 
New for Season 21 
All Membership purchases and upgrades are now handled directly through 
Scoreholio—making it faster and easier for players to register, upgrade, and start 
earning points. 
 
2.2 Membership Levels for Season 21 
ACO Starter Membership – FREE 

● No cost to join 
● Pays full retail price on all tournament tickets at ACO Majors 
● Eligible for: 

○ All ACO Divisions at ACO Regionals and Majors 
○ ACO Standings Points 
○ Prize money 
○ Trophies 

ACO Player Membership – $30 
● Discounted tournament ticket pricing at ACO Majors  
● Eligible for: 

○ All ACO Divisions at ACO Regionals and Majors 
○ ACO Standings Points 
○ Prize money 
○ Trophies 

ACO Worlds Membership – $60 
● Best available tournament ticket pricing at ACO Majors 
● Eligible for: 

○ All ACO Divisions at ACO Regionals and Majors 
○ ACO Standings Points 
○ Prize money 
○ Trophies 
○ Prize jerseys 
○ Weekly prize opportunities (e.g., bag giveaways) 
○ 500 bonus points awarded at signup (Singles Divisions only) 
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2.3 How to Upgrade Memberships 
● You can upgrade your Membership at any time during the season. 
● Bonus points apply at the time of upgrade (Worlds Membership only). 
● Upgrades can now be done directly through Scoreholio 

 
2.4 ACO-PRO Status 
How to Earn ACO-PRO Status 

● Players can earn ACO-PRO status by meeting one of the following: 
○ Top 64 finish in World Singles at the ACO World Championships 

■ Takes effect immediately after Worlds 20 
■ Valid for Seasons 21 & 22 

○ Top 96 finish in ACO World Singles Standings at the end of the season 
■ Takes effect once final standings are published (approx. June 5, 

2025) 
■ Valid for Seasons 21 & 22 

 
ACO-PRO Privileges 

● Bypass Pool Play at ACO Majors 
● Auto-advance to Main Bracket in World Singles 
● Teams with two ACO-PROs also bypass Pool Play in World Doubles 
● Eligible for: 

○ ACO-PRO Series events at select Majors 
○ ACO-PRO-only invitationals 
○ ACO-PRO jersey purchase and prize eligibility 

 
Note: ACO-PROs cannot compete in Tailgator or other non-PRO divisions at ACO 
Worlds or during the ACO Season. 
 
2.5 ACO World Singles Champion Benefits 

● Players who win the ACO World Singles Championship earn lifetime status: 
○ Lifetime ACO-PRO 
○ Lifetime ACO Membership 
○ Lifetime free entry to all ACO Majors and World Championships 

 
Past World Singles Champions: 

● Sebastian Barger (AR) - Worlds 20  
● Isaac Hurt (VA) – Worlds 19 
● Jeremiah Ellis (OH) – Worlds 18 
● Craig Ervin (MO) – Worlds 17 
● Gary Ferguson (TN) – Worlds 16 
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● Matt Guy (KY) – Worlds I, II, III, IV, V, X, XI, 14, 15 
● Ryan Windsor (IL) – Worlds 13 
● Jamie Graham (NC) – Worlds XII 
● Jeff Reynolds (OH) – Worlds IX 
● Bret Guy (KY) – Worlds VIII 
● Isidro Herrera (IL) – Worlds VII 
● Eric Zocklein (KY) – Worlds VI 

 
 
CHAPTER 3 – ACO Tournaments  
 
3.1 ACO Tournament Types  
There are five main types of ACO tournaments throughout the season: 

● ACO Regionals – Local points tournaments run by ACO Directors 
● ACO Majors – Large-scale points tournaments hosted by ACO Corporate 
● ACO Invitationals – Exclusive events for select players or special formats 
● ACO State Championships – End-of-season tournaments for each state 
● ACO World Championships – The season finale, held every July 

 
3.2 ACO Regionals Overview  
ACO Regionals are local tournaments run by approved ACO Directors in their assigned 
ACO Region that award ACO Standings points to players. 

● Directors choose the date, time, and venue (must be inside their approved 
Region or another unclaimed Region). 

● Regionals award ACO Points, prize money, trophies, and player stats. 
● All Regionals must be run through Scoreholio and scheduled in advance through 

the Director Login Site. 
 

New for Season 21: For every ACO Points Division at Regionals, Directors can now 
choose between two official formats: 

● Straight-Up – Traditional bracket play, seeded by standings, with no 
handicapping. 

● Level-Up – Handicap-enabled bracket, using Scoreholio’s PPR-based 
adjustments. 
 

Both formats award the same number of World Standings points. Directors are 
encouraged to offer both formats throughout the season—especially if they’ve noticed a 
drop in participation from lower-skilled players who may struggle to stay competitive or 
have fun in Straight-Up events. Level-Up can help retain those players by making 
matches more balanced and enjoyable. 
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3.3 What is ACO Level-Up? 
What it does: The Level-Up system gives player/team a per-round handicap based on 
PPR (Points Per Round), helping create more competitive games between players of 
different skill levels. 
How It Works 

● New players with no PPR: 
○ Start with no handicap in Round 1. 
○ Handicap adjusts automatically based on performance after Round 1. 

● Handicap calculation: 
○ The PPR difference between players is calculated. 
○ The system rounds down to the nearest whole number. 
○ The lower-PPR player receives that many bonus points per round. 
○ Example: Player A = 9.4 PPR, Player B = 7.5 PPR → 1-point handicap 

● Scoring: 
○ Players enter scores normally. 
○ Scoreholio automatically applies the handicap to determine the result. 
○ Maximum Score Rule: A round cannot exceed 12 points, even with 

handicap. 
For example, a 12-point throw plus handicap still equals 12 (round is a 
wash). 
 

IMPORTANT NOTE: Required Level-Up Settings for ACO Regionals: 
● PPR Source: 120-Day PPR 
● Handicap Max: 3 points 
● Weighting: 100% 

Directors must enter these settings correctly in Scoreholio. Failure to do so may result in 
Regional points being denied. 
 
3.4 ACO Regional Divisions  
Below are the official ACO Points Divisions for Regionals. Each may be run in either 
Straight-Up or Level-Up format: 

● World Singles – Open to all ACO Members. 
● World Doubles – Open to all ACO Members. Players may switch partners 

throughout the season. 
● World Womens – Open to ACO Members who identify as female, as indicated by 

a government-issued ID. 
● World Seniors – Open to all ACO Members aged 55 or older as of July 24, 2026. 
● World Juniors – Open to all ACO Members 17 or younger as of September 1, 

2025. 
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● World Coed Doubles – Open to all ACO Members. Each team must consist of 
one male and one female player. 

● World Blind Draw Doubles – Open to all ACO Members. Teams are assigned 
randomly via Scoreholio. 

● World Adaptive Doubles – Open to all ACO Members. Players must compete 
from a wheelchair (including non-disabled participants). Boards are placed 24 
feet apart. Standard ACO rules apply unless otherwise noted. 
 

3.5 ACO Regional General Guidelines 
● All ACO Regional Directors must implement Scoreholio Score Magic for all ACO 

World Divisions. 
● Players/teams may compete in as many monthly Regionals and Divisions as they 

qualify for. 
● A player/team’s 8 best finishes count toward final points. Starting with the 9th 

Regional, the lowest score is dropped. 
Doubles Note: 

● Players may switch partners any time. A new standings entry is created for each 
team. Example: Chris Clark/Ryan Labelle = ranked 23rd; Chris Clark/Frank 
Geers = ranked 75th. 
 

Minimum Players for Regional Points to Count: 
● World Singles: 7 players 
● World Doubles: 3 teams 
● World Womens Singles: 2 players 
● World Seniors Singles: 2 players 
● World Juniors Singles: 2 players 
● World Coed Doubles: 2 teams 
● World Blind Draw Doubles: 4 players 

 
3.6 ACO Regional Points Scale All Divisions: 

● 1st Place = 25 pts 
● 2nd Place = 24 pts 
● 3rd Place = 23 pts 
● 4th Place = 22 pts 
● 5th Place tie = 20 pts 
● 7th Place tie = 18 pts 
● 9th Place tie = 16 pts 
● 13th Place tie = 14 pts 
● 17th Place tie = 12 pts 
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3.7 ACO Regional Tournament Format Seeding: 
● Based on Division Standings. If unavailable, brackets are randomly seeded. 
● Double elimination format. Players can advance from the loser’s bracket to win. 

Scoreholio Usage: 
● Directors must log in to Scoreholio to seed and run the tournament. 
● Results are submitted automatically. 

Player Email Requirement: 
● Players must use the same email for ACO Membership and Scoreholio. 

Blind Draw Format: 
● Players register individually; no “walkers.” Must have an even number of players. 
● Teams are randomly drawn by Scoreholio. 
● Double elimination format. 
● Points awarded individually based on team finish 

 
3.8 ACO Regional Scheduling Guidelines 

● NEW FOR SEASON 21 - To retain first rights to your assigned ACO Grid Region 
must offer at least one Regional tournament per calendar month, offering each 
points Division (Divisions may be split among multiple dates). 

● Directors may schedule each Division once per week per location 
(Sunday–Saturday cycle). 

● Directors may schedule the same Division twice in a week if using different 
formats (e.g., Womens Straight-Up and Womens Level-Up). 

● All Regionals must be scheduled in the Admin Login Site and Scoreholio at least 
2 weeks in advance. No exceptions. 

● Players must be present at the venue to earn points. 
● Directors must submit a venue request form before scheduling. 
● Regionals can be hosted at one or multiple venues, within their approved Region 

or an unclaimed one. 
● Divisions can be hosted on the same or different days. 
● Scoreholio login prevents the same Division at the same location more than once 

per week. 
● All events must use this naming format: Format: ACO Division City, ST 

Examples: 
○ ACO World Singles Straight Up Paragould, AR 
○ ACO World Doubles Level Up Paragould, AR 

Additional Guidelines: 
● No weekday Regionals before 5:00 PM (except holidays). 
● All Divisions must allow at least 16 players/teams. 
● All venues must support a minimum of 2 boards. 
● Venues will be verified by ACO Corporate. 
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● Regionals must remain public on Scoreholio. 
● Preregistration on Scoreholio is required 

 
3.9 Splitting ACO Regionals 

● Directors may split any Division with 34+ players/teams into multiple brackets. 
● Every additional 17 players/teams = another split option. 
● Each bracket must have at least 17 players/teams. 
● Separate Regional purchases are required for each additional bracket. 
● Directors are not required to split brackets; optional based on preference. 
● Each split bracket is awarded a separate set of Standings points 

 
3.10 ACO Majors 
ACO Major Events: 

● Large-scale points events where players from all ACO Regions compete at a 
single location. 

● Organized and hosted by ACO Corporate. 
● Tournament format is standardized across all Major locations. 
● Players may attend as many Majors as they choose. 
● Only a player/team’s best four finishes count toward their final Standings total. 
● Once a player/team competes in a fifth Major, their lowest finish is dropped. 
● Full schedule available at AmericanCornhole.com. 

 
3.11 ACO Major Divisions 
Divisions Offered at All Majors: 

● World Singles: Open to all ACO Members. 
● World Doubles: Open to all ACO Members. 
● World Womens: Open to all female ACO Members (State ID required). 
● World Seniors: Open to ACO Members aged 55 or older by 7/24/26 (Players may 

begin the season if they turn 55 before this date). 
● World Juniors Premier: 

○ Open to Juniors (17 or under as of 9/1/25) 
○ All Juniors players who are ACO-PRO Players and/or finished ACO 

Season 20 in the top 20 of the Juniors Standings must compete in the 
Juniors Premier Division during ACO Season 21.  

● World Juniors Challenger: 
○ Open to all Juniors who do not meet the Premier performance criteria 
○ Recommended for younger or novice players 
○ Player who do not meet the Premier performance criteria can choose to 

participate in either Premier or Challenger   
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● World Coed Doubles: Open to all ACO Members; teams must include 1 male & 1 
female. 

● World Blind Draw Doubles: Open to all ACO Members. Teams are randomly 
drawn. 

● Bag Master Quads: New format for Season 21: Teams of 4 players randomly 
drawn. Open to all ACO Members. 

● Adaptive Doubles: Offered at select Majors. Open to all ACO Members. Visit 
AmericanCornhole.com for availability. 

3.12 ACO World Singles & Doubles Format at Majors 
All players and teams begin in Pool Play, seeded by their World Standings. Each pool is 
a double elimination bracket. Top finishers advance to the World Championship Bracket, 
while others are placed into Tier Play based on PPR (Points Per Round). 

Championship Bracket Auto-Qualification: 
● Singles: All ACO-PRO players skip Pool Play and are placed directly into the 

World Singles Championship Bracket. 
● Doubles: Any team with two ACO-PRO players skips Pool Play and is placed 

directly into the World Doubles Championship Bracket. 

Tier Play Format (Singles & Doubles): 
Players and teams who do not advance to the Championship Bracket are ranked by 
PPR and sorted into five equal Tiers: 

● Tier 2: Top 25% 
● Tier 3: Next 25% 
● Tier 4: Next 25% 
● Tier 5: Next 25% 

Each Tier competes in a single elimination bracket, earning: 
● World Standings and Tier Standings Points 
● Tier Trophies & Prizes 

 
3.13 ACO Major Bracket Splits 
When Splitting is Required: 

● To manage large player counts, software, and venue/time constraints, brackets 
may be split: 
 

World Singles Championship Bracket (includes ACO-PROs + qualifiers from pool play): 
● 64 or fewer: Single bracket 
● 65–128: Two brackets 
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● 129–256: Four brackets 
 

World DoublesChampionship Bracket (ACO-PRO teams + qualifiers from pool play): 
● 64 or fewer: Single bracket 
● 65–128: Two brackets 
● 129–256: Four brackets 

 
Other Divisions (Womens, Seniors, Juniors, Coed, Quads): 

● 64 or fewer: Single bracket 
● 65–128: Two brackets 
● 129–256: Four brackets 

 
Blind Draw Doubles (based on individual players): 

● 128 or fewer: Single bracket 
● 129–256: Two brackets 
● 257–512: Four brackets 

 
Split Process: 

● Players/teams compete within their assigned bracket. 
● Once each bracket reaches the Championship phase, players advance as 

follows: 
○ 2 Brackets: Top 4 from each bracket advance to Final 8 
○ 4 Brackets: Top 2 from each bracket advance to Final 8 

● Wins/losses carry over. Final 8 is seeded into the winner's bracket or elimination 
bracket accordingly. 

● Championship concludes with a traditional double-dip final. 
 

NOTE: ACO reserves the right to split brackets at any time due to time or venue 
constraints. Standings points will be adjusted accordingly. 
 
3.14 ACO Major Points Scales 
 
Single Bracket – All World Divisions and Juniors Premier: 

● 1st: 80 pts 
● 2nd: 79 pts 
● 3rd: 78 pts 
● 4th: 77 pts 
● 5th (tie): 76 pts 
● 7th (tie): 75 pts 
● 9th (tie): 74 pts 
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● 13th (tie): 72 pts 
● 17th (tie): 70 pts 
● 25th (tie): 68 pts 
● 33rd (tie): 66 pts 
● 49th (tie): 64 pts 

 
Final 8 Bracket (when split): 

● 1st: 80 pts 
● 2nd: 79 pts 
● 3rd: 78 pts 
● 4th: 77 pts 
● 5th (tie): 76 pts 
● 7th (tie): 75 pts 

 
2-Bracket Split – Non-Final 8 Finishers: 

● 5th (tie):  74 pts 
● 7th (tie): 72 pts 
● 9th (tie): 70 pts 
● 13th (tie): 68 pts 
● 17th (tie): 66 pts 
● 25th (tie): 64 pts 
● 33rd (tie): 62 pts 
● 49th (tie): 60 pts 

 
4-Bracket Split – Non-Final 8 Finishers: 

● 3rd: 74 pts 
● 4th: 72 pts 
● 5th (tie): 70 pts 
● 7th (tie): 68 pts 
● 9th (tie): 66 pts 
● 13th (tie): 64 pts 
● 17th (tie): 62 pts 
● 25th (tie): 60 pts 
● 33rd (tie): 58 pts 
● 49th (tie): 56 pts 

 
Juniors Challenger Points Scale: 

● 1st: 61 pts 
● 2nd: 60 pts 
● 3rd: 59 pts 
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● 4th: 58 pts 
● 5th (tie): 56 pts 
● 7th (tie): 54 pts 
● 9th (tie): 52 pts 
● 13th (tie): 50 pts 
● 17th (tie): 48 pts 
● 25th (tie): 46 pts 
● 33rd (tie): 44 pts 
● 49th (tie): 42 pts 

 
 
ACO Tiers - World Standings Points 
Players/teams who do not advance to the Championship Bracket will still earn points 
toward their ACO World Standings. These points are awarded based on their final finish 
in Tier play, using the scale below (applies to all Tiers). 
 

● 1st: 53 pts 
● 2nd: 52 pts 
● 3rd: 51 pts 
● 4th: 50 pts 
● 5th (tie): 49 pts 
● 9th (tie): 48 pts 
● 17th (tie): 47 pts 
● 33rd (tie): 46 pts 

 
 
ACO Tiers - Tiers Standings Points 
In addition to World Standings points, players/teams will also earn points toward the 
ACO Tier Standings. These are also based on the Tier finish, but using the scale below 
(applies to all Tiers). 

● New for Season 21 – Unified Tier Standings: 
○ In the past, each Tier had its own standings, but because players are 

placed into Tiers based on who shows up and their PPR that day, many 
ended up spread across multiple standings with no control of which Tier 
they end up in. Now, all Tier results feed into one combined leaderboard, 
creating a fairer system and a clear path to one true Tier Singles and 
Doubles champion. 
 

● All Tiers earn same point value: 
○ 1st: 80 pts 
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○ 2nd: 79 pts 
○ 3rd: 78 pts 
○ 4th: 77 pts 
○ 5th (tie): 76 pts 
○ 9th (tie): 75 pts 
○ 17th (tie): 74 pts 
○ 33rd (tie): 73 pts 

3.15 ACO-PRO Series Skins Division 
The ACO-PRO Series is a specialty division offered exclusively to ACO-PRO players 
during Season 21. 

● The Series will be featured at 5–7 ACO Majors, approximately one every other 
month (locations TBA). 

● All recognized ACO-PRO players are eligible and will receive invitations to 
participate. 

● Players must be registered by 11:59 PM EST two Sundays (11 days) prior to the 
event to compete. 

Jersey Policy & Entry Fees: 
● FREE entry for players who wear an official ACO Season 21 PRO Jersey (Red, 

Black, or Blue) or an ACO Sponsor Black Jersey during both the Qualifier and 
Championship rounds. 

● ACO Sponsor Black Jerseys can be customized with up to four (4) sponsor logos 
for a fee (up to $450). 

● Players who wish to wear a custom jersey must: 
○ Pay a $200 entry fee. 
○ Use a jersey that matches the ACO PRO jersey style. 
○ Include a 4” ACO Shield logo on the right sleeve. 
○ Receive pre-approval from the ACO. 

● No logos of other national cornhole brands are permitted on jerseys. 
● An active ACO Season 21 World Membership is required to participate. 

3.16 ACO-PRO Series Skins – Qualifying Round 
● All registered ACO-PRO players will complete an ACO Frame Game on Friday 

morning. 
● Start times will be assigned between 9:00 AM and 12:00 PM. 
● Frame Games will be officiated by an ACO Director. 
● The top 16 players based on Frame Game scores will advance to the ACO-PRO 

Series Championship Skins Bracket. 
● Players may still participate in other Friday Divisions (Women’s, Juniors, Seniors, 

Blind Draw). 
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3.17 ACO-PRO Series Skins – Championship Bracket 
“Call-Out” Format 

● Round 1: Top 8 qualifiers from the Frame Game will each “call out” their 
opponent from the bottom 8 players. 

● Highest seed picks first, followed by the next, and so on. 
● This format continues through the Quarterfinals and Semifinals. 

Skins Game Format: 
● Each match consists of 13 total Skins (1 Skin per Frame). 
● A player wins a Skin by outscoring their opponent in a single Frame (regardless 

of the margin). 
● Pushes (ties) carry the Skin to the next Frame. 

○ Example: If Frame 1 is a push, Frame 2 is worth 2 Skins. 
● First player to win 7 Skins wins the match. 

○ Remaining Skins are automatically awarded to the winner. 
○ Example: If Player 1 wins 7–3 and each Skin is worth $25: 

■ Player 1 earns 10 Skins = $250 
■ Player 2 earns 3 Skins = $75 

● All games will be scored by an ACO Director, who will track Skins and announce 
Frame values throughout the bracket. 

3.18 ACO-PRO Series Standings 
ACO-PRO Series Standings are based on two performance metrics: 

1. Total Skins Earned 
○ Each Skin counts as 1 pt toward the ACO-PRO Series Standings. 

2. Top ACO Frame Game 
○ A  player’s best Frame Game score during the season will count 

ACO-PRO Series Standings. 
○ Each time a player improves their Frame Game, the new high score will 

replace their lower score. 
Note: 
All participating ACO-PRO players will have their Frame Game score count toward 
standings, regardless of whether they qualify for the Skins Bracket. 

3.19 ACO Invitational Tournaments 
ACO Invitational Tournaments are specialty events where invited players compete for 
cash, prizes, and prestige. 

● Coordinated by the ACO Corporate Team and may be added to the schedule 
during the Season. 

● No ACO World Standings points are awarded at Invitationals. 
● Some events may be open to all players, while others may be invite-only. 
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● Invitations or eligibility may be based on: 
○ ACO World Standings 
○ ACO-PRO status 
○ Active ACO Membership 
○ Special achievements or credentials determined by ACO 

3.20 ACO State Championships of Cornhole 
Players compete for cash purses, State Championship titles, and custom ACO State 
Champion jerseys. 

● Participation is limited to players who reside within the State of the event. 
● State of residence is determined by a valid driver’s license or other 

government-issued ID. 
● ACO Directors may apply to host and coordinate their State Championship. 
● Approved State Championships may be held during the month of June, 2025. 
● Formats, requirements, and details on the application process for  Directors will 

be announced by October 1st, 2025.    
● The ACO will begin accepting State Championship host applications in 

November 2025. 
 
3.21 ACO World Championships of Cornhole Qualification 

ACO Singles Qualification 
To qualify for World Singles participation at the ACO World Championships, ACO 
Members must earn a minimum of 600 Standings Points in either of the following ACO 
Singles Divisions: 

● World Singles 
● Singles Tier  

NOTES: 
● Players who do not qualify for the Corny Forty must purchase a World Singles 

ticket and will be entered into the RPI (Ranked Players Invitational). 
● Based on RPI performance, players will either: 

○ Advance to the World Singles Championship Bracket 
○ Or be placed into a Tier Bracket based on PPR 

● Final format details will be announced prior to the event. 

Other Singles Divisions Qualification 
ACO Members must earn 600 Standings Points in each specific Division to qualify for 
that Division at the ACO Worlds: 

● World Womens 
● World Juniors  
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● World Seniors 
 
World Big Blind Draw 

● No minimum point requirement. 
● Players must be ranked in the Top 128 of the ACO World Blind Draw Standings 

to participate. 
● All players who do not qualify for the ACO World Big Blind Draw will be able to 

participate in the ACO Open Big Blind Draw  

ACO Doubles Qualification 
To qualify for the following Doubles Divisions, each individual player must earn at least 
100 Standings Points in that specific Division: 

● World Doubles 
● World Coed Doubles 

 
NEW FOR SEASON 21: 

● Players are no longer required to earn 100 points with one partner. 
● Instead, each player must individually earn 100 points with any partner/s 

throughout the season in that Division (World Doubles or World Coed Doubles). 
● A player may team up at Worlds with another player they did not previously play 

with, as long as both players have reached 100 points individually. 
● Standings Points do accumulate across partners. 
● All participants must have a valid ACO Season 21 World Membership. 

 
HIGHLIGHT: 

● Standings Points from multiple partners combine to reach a player’s 100-point 
minimum. 

Other Doubles Divisions 
● No points requirement to qualify for: 

○ Womens Doubles 
○ Juniors Doubles 
○ Seniors Doubles 

● Teams in these Divisions may consist of any two eligible ACO Members from the 
same category. 

Qualification Exemptions 
● ACO Worlds qualification exemptions will be granted to International players, 

Monster Cornhole Qualifiers, and any other individuals or teams designated by 
the ACO. This may include, but is not limited to, promotional contest winners, 
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sponsor selections, or special invitees as determined appropriate by ACO 
Corporate 

 
 
 
CHAPTER 4 – ACO Standings 
 
4.1 ACO Standings Overview 
ACO Standings: 

● ACO Standings are used to: 
○ Seed players for future tournaments. 
○ Award prizes (Jersey, Player/Team of the Season, Corny Forty, Top Gun 

Twenty, etc.). 
○ Designate ACO-PRO players. 
○ Earn spots in the ACO World Championships of Cornhole. 

ACO Standings consist of: 
● Player/Team’s best (8) ACO Regional finishes (any locations). 
● Player/Team’s best (4) ACO Major finishes (any locations). 

Standings Updates: 
● Standings will be updated at the time of submission and approval by the ACO. 
● Regional results must be entered/submitted before 12:00 PM EST each 

Wednesday to be included in the coming weekend’s Major seeding. 
End of Season Standings: 

● Players/teams finishing the season ranked #1 in their respective Divisions will be 
named “ACO World Player/Team of the Season.” 

● Ties for 1st place with maximum points will require a playoff at the ACO World 
Championships of Cornhole 21. 

● The following Divisions will qualify for “ACO World Player/Team of the Season” 
jerseys: 

○ ACO World Singles 
○ ACO Singles Tier 
○ ACO World Doubles 
○ ACO Doubles Tier 
○ ACO World Coed Doubles 
○ ACO World Womens 
○ ACO World Seniors 
○ ACO World Juniors 
○ ACO World Blind Draw 
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4.2 ALL ACO Standings Divisions 
● ACO-PRO Series 
● ACO World Singles 
● ACO Singles Tier 
● ACO World Doubles 
● ACO Doubles Tier 
● ACO World Coed Doubles 
● ACO World Womens 
● ACO World Seniors 
● ACO World Juniors 
● ACO World Blind Draw 
● ACO Bag Masters Quads 
● ACO Adaptive Doubles 

4.3 Corny Forty & Top Gun Twenty 
Corny Forty 

● Top 40 players in the ACO World Singles Standings at season’s end 
● Earn a Golden Ticket to the ACO World Championships 
● Seeded 1–40 in the World Singles Championship Bracket at the ACO Worlds, 

bypassing the RPI 
● Player ranked #1 is named “ACO World Singles / Player of the Season” 

Top Gun Twenty 
● Top 20 teams in the ACO World Doubles Standings at season’s end 
● Each team member earns a Golden Ticket to the ACO World Championships 
● Seeded 1–20 in the World Doubles Championship Bracket, bypassing  the RPI 
● Team ranked #1 is named “ACO World Doubles / Team of the Season” 

 
4.4 Bag Masters Standings 
ACO Bag Partners will be featured in a special Bag Masters Standings list, which tracks 
the performance of each brand based on results from the Bag Masters Quads Division 
at ACO Majors. 
Key Details: 

● All four players on a Quads team will be randomly drawn. 
● Each Quads team must select one Bag Partner brand to be used for the entirety 

of the tournament. 
● Only ACO-approved Bag Partners may be selected. 
● The top finishing teams at each Major will earn Bag Masters points for the 

selected brand. 
● Bag Masters points will accumulate throughout the season to crown the ACO 

Bag Partner of the Year. 
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4.5 Standings Tiebreakers 
Tiebreakers will be used for players/teams tied in Standings Points within any Division. 
The order is: 

1. DPR (Differential Points Per Round) 
2. PPR (Points Per Round) 
3. Random Draw 

4.6 Player/Team of the Season Playoffs 
Players or teams who achieve the maximum possible Standings Points in any Division 
will be invited to the Player/Team of the Season Playoffs at the ACO World 
Championships.  
Eligibility Guidelines: 

● Qualification is based solely on maximum points achievable 
● Major/Regional wins and tiebreakers do not apply 

Playoff Format: 
● If 2 players/teams: Best 2 of 3 match, seeded by final DPR 
● If 3 or more players/teams: 

○ Double elimination bracket 
○ Seeded by final DPR 
○ Final is a double-dip match 

Awards: 
● Winners are named “ACO Player/Team of the Season” for their Division 
● Winners are the #1 overall seed in the Championship Bracket for that respective 

Division at ACO Worlds 
● Other playoff participants are seeded based on their finish in the playoff, then 

DPR 
 
Important Note: There will only be a playoff if two or more players/teams achieve the 
maximum possible Standings Points in a Division. If no players/teams reached the 
maximum number of points, then Player/Team of the Season will be decided by the 
standard tiebreakers.   
 

CHAPTER 5 – Equipment and Rules 

5.1 ACO Rules Overview 
All ACO Regionals, Majors, and Invitational events must follow the official ACO Rules of 
Cornhole. 
For complete rules, visit: www.americancornhole.com/rules 
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5.2 ACO Approved Boards 
Board Specifications: 

● Hardwood plywood playing surface: 47.5”–48” long x 23.5”–24” wide 
● Minimum thickness: 

○ 5/8” with cross-section backing 
○ 3/4” with or without cross-section backing 

● Each board must weigh at least 25 lbs 
● Hole diameter: 6”, centered 9” from the top and 12” from each side edge 
● Front height: 3”–4” from ground to surface 
● Back height: 12” from ground to surface 
● Surface must be smooth, finished, and painted or varnished with high-gloss latex 

paint or varnish. The surface should allow bags to slide when thrown, but not be 
so slippery that the bags slide back down the platform. 

5.3 ACO Approved Bags 
Used at all ACO Regionals and Majors: 

● Only ACO Stamped bags made by ACO Season 21 Bag Partners are allowed 
● Season 19–20 stamped bags may still be used if the manufacturer remains an 

official partner in Season 21 
View the complete list of approved bags at: www.americancornhole.com 

5.4 ACO Bag Specifications 
All bags must meet the following criteria: 

● Filled with plastic resin/beads (non-degrading) 
● Weight: 15.75 oz – 16.25 oz (447g – 461g) 
● Thickness (flat): 

○ Max: 1.5” (3.8cm) 
○ Min: 1.125” (3.19cm) 

● Width (flat): 
○ Min (side to side): 5.75” (14.60cm) 
○ Max (corner to corner): 8.25” (21cm) 

● Clearly visible manufacturer name/logo and series name required 
● Bags must be one primary color 
● Corner rounding allowed up to 0.5 inches max on a 6” x 6” bag 

5.5 Required Equipment for ACO Regionals 
ACO Directors must use the following for all official Regional tournaments: 

● ACO Approved Boards 
● Scoreholio-compatible device for managing tournament brackets and scoring 
● Players may bring and use their own ACO Stamped Bags from approved ACO 

Bag Partner 
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CHAPTER 6 – Fees and Making Money 

6.1 ACO Director / Governor Fees to the ACO for Coordinating Regionals 
$40 per Division: 

● World Singles 
● World Doubles 

$20 per Division: 
● World Seniors Singles 
● World Womens Singles 
● World Coed Doubles 
● World Blind Draw Doubles 

Free Divisions: 
● World Juniors Singles 
● Adaptive Doubles 

6.2 Fee for Regionals Includes: 
● Ability to award ACO Standings Points to players 
● Rights to use the ACO logo (with approval) for marketing purposes 
● Event exposure on ACO websites and event calendars 
● Tournament listing on AmericanCornhole.com 
● Facebook event created by ACO, with the Director added as co-host for 

promotion and invites 

6.3 Submitting Payments to the ACO 
ACO Directors are required to submit Regional fees using the official payment links 
provided at the time of certification. 

6.4 Making Money as an ACO Director 
Coordinating Your Own Events: 

● Directors set their own entry fees for each Division at ACO Regionals 
● Directors determine how much of the entry fees to keep and how much (if any) to pay 

out in prizes 
6.5 Event Sponsorships (Optional) 
Directors are encouraged to seek out local sponsors to help support and grow their events: 

● Directors may solicit and secure their own sponsorships for ACO Regionals or other 
tournaments they coordinate 

● All funds, products, or services obtained through these sponsorships belong to the 
Director, not ACO 

● Sponsors must not conflict with existing national ACO partners—when in doubt, check 
with ACO staff 
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● Directors are free to display local sponsor logos on scoreboards, backdrops, shirts, and 
event signage 

Running Events for ACO Corporate: 
● ACO may contract Directors in good standing to coordinate ACO Corporate tournaments 

or events as needed 
● Directors are not obligated to accept these opportunities 

ACO Product Sales – For Directors: 
● Directors may receive discounts on approved ACO merchandise for personal use or 

resale 
● Eligible products can be purchased on AmericanCornhole.com using the Director’s 

assigned discount code 
 
CHAPTER 7 – Conduct 
7.1 Service Animal Guidelines 

● Service Animals Allowed: 
Service animals (specifically trained dogs) are permitted at all ACO events in 
areas open to the public. 

● Definition: 
A service animal is a dog trained to perform specific tasks for an individual with a 
disability. Tasks may include: 

○ Guiding individuals who are blind 
○ Alerting individuals who are deaf 
○ Pulling a wheelchair 
○ Assisting during anxiety attacks 

Note: Emotional support animals do not qualify under ADA regulations. 
● Control Requirements: 

Service animals must remain under control at all times. They must be: 
○ Harnessed, leashed, or tethered 
○ If these devices interfere with the animal’s work, voice or signal control is 

acceptable 
● Removal of Service Animals: 

A service animal may be removed if: 
○ It is out of control 
○ It is not housebroken 

The handler may still remain at the event even if the animal is removed. 
● No Extra Charges: 

○ There are no additional fees for service animals. 
○ Any damage caused by the animal will be subject to standard damage 

fees. 
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7.2 ACO Director Code of Conduct 
The American Cornhole Organization expects all ACO Directors and players to uphold 
the highest standards of honesty, integrity, and sportsmanship. 
 
Ethical Commitment: 
ACO Directors must act in the spirit of the game and promote fairness and respect at all 
times. Cheating, manipulation, or any behavior that compromises the integrity of play 
will not be tolerated. Allegations supported by conclusive evidence may result in 
probation, suspension, or termination. Each case will be reviewed individually, and no 
refunds will be issued for fees or tickets if violations occur. 
 
ACO Director Responsibilities: 

● I will respect players, fellow Directors, spectators, and families. 
● I will uphold the standards and values of the ACO through the events I organize. 
● I will make decisions in the best interest of participants and the ACO. 
● I will promote fairness, inclusion, and due process for all involved. 
● I will follow and support all ACO policies and procedures. 
● I will act with honor, integrity, and loyalty to the ACO brand. 
● I will represent the ACO with professionalism and respect. 
● I will master the rules and enforce them with impartiality and consistency. 
● I will work cooperatively with other Directors and State Ambassadors. 
● I will maintain ethical behavior in all public communications, including social 

media. 
 

Acknowledgement: 
By serving as an ACO Director, I acknowledge that I have read, understood, and agree 
to abide by this Code of Conduct. I understand that violations may result in suspension 
or termination under ACO policies. 

7.3 Prohibited Conduct 
The American Cornhole Organization may terminate any ACO Director or ACO 
Membership privileges at its sole discretion if an individual engages in or is alleged to 
have engaged in: 

● Harassment 
● Discrimination 
● Intimidation 
● Violence 
● Criminal activity 
● Conduct involving moral turpitude 
● Any behavior deemed damaging to the ACO’s reputation 
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Termination Details: 
● Termination is immediate and without refund of any membership or ticket fees. 
● ACO will make reasonable efforts to notify affected individuals. 
● Terminated individuals may not participate in any future ACO events or represent 

themselves as affiliated with the ACO in any way. 
 

7.4 General Compliance Clause  
Any failure to comply with ACO rules, policies, or procedures—whether outlined in this 
Guide or communicated separately by the ACO—may result in probation, suspension, 
or termination of ACO Director status and/or ACO Membership, at the sole discretion of 
the ACO. This applies regardless of intent, timing, or precedent. 
 
 
7.5 Director Authority to Restrict Access: 
ACO Directors operate as independently owned and managed organizations and are 
solely responsible for their relationships with venues, sponsors, partners, and insurance 
providers. As such, Directors reserve the right to deny participation in any ACO 
Regional tournament under their coordination to any individual who, in their reasonable 
judgment, has caused a disruption at a past event or is likely to cause a disruption at a 
future event. This right may be exercised at the discretion of the Director in order to 
preserve the integrity, safety, and success of the event and its partnerships. 
 
 
 
Game On!  
 


